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A Tradi t ion 

of Car ing  

Tribute to Three Ironworkers Who Died 
During Skyway Construction 

submitted by George T. Ghosen, Editor 

O n June 29th, the city of 
Buffalo raised a sign 

downtown at the intersection of 
Main and Perry streets formally 
renaming the crossroads as 
“Skywalker Way.” This is in 
commemoration of three iron-
workers who lost their lives 
while helping to build the Sky-
way Bridge over the Buffalo 
River. 

 
The effort to make this special 
event a reality was a longtime 
goal of Celeste LeClair-
Coleman, along with her sis-
ters, Florence "Mickie" Golba 
and June Mahfoud. Their fa-
ther, Mitchell LeClair, a World 
War II Navy veteran, was killed 
in 1955 while working on the 

bridge. Celeste LeClair-
Coleman was born six 
months after her father’s 
death. 
 
Mitchell LeClair died while on 
the job high up on the deck, 
alongside his brother Thomas 
and their dad. The brothers 
were ironworkers, their father 
raised in the legendary Mo-
hawk community of 
Kahnawake, renowned for 
entire ironworking families 
who shaped skylines in cities 
around the world. Ironwork-
ing, or “high steel”, is so inter-
twined with Native culture 
that those who take it up are 
often known as "skywalkers" 
within the Haudenosaunee, 
or Six Nations. 
 
The memorial, started by Le-
Clair-Coleman, was joined by 
the two families of the other 
men who died while building 
that bridge. Those are the 
families of ironworkers Gatlin 
White, from the Seneca Na-
tion's Cattaraugus territory 
and a veteran of the Army's 
82nd Airborne Division, and 
Daniel Smith, who spent 
much of his childhood in an 

orphanage overseen by Father 
Nelson Baker. The three men 
all died in separate falls in 
1955 in the face of strong 
winds from Lake Erie. 

 
The quest for the tribute, which 
was started by Celeste LeClair-
Coleman and joined by the 
families of the other two men 
who died building that bridge, 
was culminated on June 29, 
2022. It came to fruition 
through a Buffalo Common 
Council resolution offered by 
council member Mitch 
Nowakowski. He also ex-
pressed gratitude to LeClair-
Coleman’s persistence in her 
and her family’s efforts to make 

(Continued on page 2) 

Above L-R: Florence "Mickie" 
Golba, Celeste LeClair-Coleman  
and June Mahfoud with father, 
Mitchell LeClair (Pictured) 
(Harry Scull Jr./Buffalo News) 

The sign as it appears at Main & 
Perry Streets, downtown. 
(Sean Kirst/Buffalo News) 
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this memorial become a reality. 
Nowakowski added that the event 
was a way to honor the courage of 
the ironworkers who lost their lives 
on the job, to recall their military 
service and to remind the larger 
community of the rich Haudeno-
saunee heritage in “high steel.” 
 
The memorial, officially unveiled by 
Buffalo traffic signal specialist Jeff 
LaFrano, simply reads “Skywalker 
Way,” set alongside an American 
flag. Ron Coleman, Celeste’s hus-
band, suggested that the city could 
add a detailed plaque that includes 
the names of the three ironworkers 

(Continued from page 1) and some history so that visitors to 
nearby Canalside may understand 
what that sign means. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Celeste Le-
Clair-Coleman and her sisters, 
these men’s lives will be honored 
and remembered, forever. 
 
Resources and credits: 
The Buffalo News; WGRZ-TV 
Watch the newscast Here: https://
www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/
fallen-skywalkers-finally-
memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-
60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-
b41f27a66548 

NACS News 

Native American 
Community Services 

 

Board of Directors: 
President: 

Patrick Parker 
Vice-President: 

Carson Cooper 
Treasurer: 

Joanne Israel 
Secretary: 

Kelly Aquino 
Members: 

Timothy Ecklund 
Lisa Marie Anselmi 
Owen Herne 
 
 

Administrative Staff: 
Executive Director: 

Michael N. Martin, 
Director of Services: 

Tracy Zachariah  
Director of Operations: 

Melissa Schindler 
 

Program Directors: 
Adolescent Pregnancy Pre-
vention 

Simone Alston 
Clinical Services 

Anna Miller 
Community & Cultural 
Services 

Colleen Casali 
Educational Achievement 

Amy Huff 
Economic Empowerment 

Colleen Casali (Interim) 
Family Preservation & 
Strengthening 

Justine Rose 
Foster Care 

TBD 
Health & Wellness 

Star Wheeler 
Managed Care Services 

Annetta Williams 
Special Initiatives 

Pete Hill 
Youth Services 

Amy Huff 
 

 

MOVING/CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS? 

 

If you are planning on 
moving or changing your 
address, please contact 
NACS so we may update 
our mailing list. Send an 
email to Newsletter Edi-
tor: 
gghosen@nacswny.org 

To learn more about the Skywalkers, here’s a sample of some resources 
you may find helpful in understanding the rich tradition of Native ironwork-
ers and their role in the building of this nation’s cities. 
 
Photo Gallery - David Grant Noble Gallery 
 
History Channel - Mohawk Skywalkers 
 
9/11 Memorial & Museum - Skywalkers Exhibition 
 
Article - Kahnawake Skywalkers 
 
Lesson Plan - Talking Feather 
 
Reading - Skywalkers-Mohawk-Ironworkers 

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/fallen-skywalkers-finally-memorialized-buffalo-skyway/71-60e96327-c852-4df1-90d9-b41f27a66548
https://www.davidgrantnoble.com/gallery-mohawk-steelworkers/nggallery/thumbnails
https://www.history.com/news/mohawk-skywalkers-ironworkers-new-york-skyscrapers
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/museum/exhibitions/past-exhibitions/skywalkers-portrait-mohawk-ironworkers-world-trade-center#:~:text=Mohawk%20ironworkers%20have%20shaped%20the%20skylines%20of%20North,iconic%20bridges%20and%20buildings%2C%20earning%20the
https://www.ictinc.ca/kahnawake-skywalkers-a-brief-history-of-mohawk-steel-workers
https://talking-feather.com/lesson-plans/mohawk-iron-walkers/
https://www.abebooks.com/Skywalkers-Mohawk-Ironworkers-Build-City-Hardback/22527084385/bd?cm_mmc=msn-_-comus_shopp_new-_-naa-_-naa&msclkid=ca0fbc3f93b91c617f26dee54c272110
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Continued on page 7 
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Continued from page 6 
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O ver the past 7 months we have welcomed new staff to our NACS team. We are excited to have 
them onboard to serve our community. Here are the new names at NACS: 

 
 Tracy Zachariah – Administrative Director of Services 

 Rebecca Waterman – Workforce Development Specialist in our Economic Empowerment Com-

ponent 

 Amiyah King – Erie County Clubhouse Manager in our Youth Services component 

 Justine Rose - Family Preservation & Strengthening Director 

 Najlah Habeeb - Prevention Specialist in our Health & Wellness component 

 Asako Johari - Peer Educator in our PEEPS program 

 Jamiece Worthy - Peer Educator in our PEEPS program 

(Continued on page 13) 

Welcome New Hires To NACS! 
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 Chanel Adams - Peer Educator in our PEEPS program 

 
Here are additional new hires at NACS: 
 

Meet Asia Hill, SEEDLINGS Language Coach 
Nya:wëh Sgë:nö’ Swagwe:göh! 
(Hello everybody! I am thankful you are all well.) 
Gostö:h ni:’ gya:söh. Asia ni:’ gya:söh ga:nyö’öka’. Onöndowa’ga:’ ni:ah . Ageswë’gaiyo’. 
(My name is Asia. I’m from the Seneca Nation. I am Hawk clan.) 
 

H ello everybody! I am thankful you are all well. My name is Asia. I’m from the Seneca Nation. I 
am Hawk clan. 

 

I’d like to introduce myself as the Language Coach for the SEEDLINGS Language program in the 
Youth Services component. For the next two years, I will be introducing all Haudenosaunee/
Hodinošyö:nih languages to the youth attending NAMS #19. I’m excited and thankful for the oppor-
tunity to give back to the community! 
 

Meet Laura Guggliuzza, Health Educator 

M y name is Laura Gugliuzza! I am a new Health Educator in the Stages of Life Empowerment 
Program and the new Peer Mentor Supervisor for Erie County. I am from Buffalo, NY and I 

earned a Bachelor’s degree in Art and a minor in Art Therapy at Buffalo State College. After gradua-
tion, I worked with youth and adults with autism through different agencies around WNY. I have also 
spent time working towards my Master's degree in Art Therapy at Nazareth College. I am excited 
about teaching health education in schools across the region, as well as working with our Peer Edu-
cators to help promote the importance of health education. 
 

Meet Caroline Madonia, Digital Learning Specialist 

H ello everyone! My name is Caroline Madonia, and I am the new Digital Learning Specialist for 
the SEEDLINGS project. I grew up in Pendleton, NY and I am also a recent graduate from Ni-

agara University. I am not a member of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, but I will use my comput-
er skills to help the SEEDLINGS program become successful. 
 

Some of my hobbies include language learning (I am currently learning French, Spanish, and Man-
darin Chinese), kick boxing, and reading. I also love to play video games; my current favorite is 
Stardew Valley. I am excited to be a part of NACS and to assist with the SEEDLINGS program. 
 

Welcome Tom Strauss 

P lease welcome Tom Strauss as our new Director of Finance. Tom comes to NACS with a deep 
background in Accounting and Finance, having worked as a Chief Financial Officer for the last 

20+ years. He has subject matter expertise in the areas of accounting, financial reporting, budgeting, 
financial planning and analysis, treasury, and cash management. He has industry experience in sev-
eral areas including manufacturing, distribution, and not-for-profit organizations. He enjoys being the 
business partner to all levels of an organization, helping lead teams achieve their financial and oper-
ational goals and objectives. 
 

Tom is a native of WNY – he was born and raised in Gowanda, NY and attended St John Fisher 
College in Rochester, NY where he earned a BS degree in Accounting and Rochester Institute of 
Technology where he received an MBA in International Business.   Tom is also a Certified Public Ac-
countant (CPA). Tom is a huge fan of all sports and splits his allegiances between the Buffalo Bills, 
the Cleveland Guardians, the Buffalo Sabres and the Seton Hall Pirates (NCAA). Fun fact: Tom 
used to work for NFL Films (on weekends) as an on-field media assistant and has attended 12 Su-
per Bowls. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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If you live in one of these counties: 
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Job Announcements 
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Continued on page 19 
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Continued from page 18 
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Continued on page 21 
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Continued from page 20 
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Continued on page 23 
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Continued from page 22 
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Continued on page 25 
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Continued from page 24 



YES, I’D LIKE TO HELP NACS CONTINUE ITS TRADITION OF CARING!! 

 

Please accept my contribution of:              
 $5      $10      $25     $50      Name 
 $100  Other:    

              
I’d like to volunteer my time.  I can…     Address 
        
                  
          City / State / Zip Code 
        
                  
          Phone 
           Please add me to your mailing list! 
Please detach and return to: 
Native American Community Services of Erie & Niagara Counties, Inc. 
1005 Grant Street, Buffalo, New York 14207 

FUNDED BY: Erie County Department of Social Services; Erie County Youth Bureau; New York State Office of Children & 
Family Services; New York State Office of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services; NYS DOH/Family Health; NYS OASAS; 
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo; Niagara County Department of Social Services, Niagara County Office of the Ag-
ing; US Department of Labor; Administration for Native Americans (ANA); Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation; The Tower Founda-
tion, The Oishei Foundation  as well as businesses, foundations and caring individuals. 

P lease share this newsletter with family, friends and 
co-workers. If you know of anyone who would like 

to receive NACS News monthly by email, please have 
them send their first and last name and current email 
address to: 

gghosen@nacswny.org 
 

You can also look for our newsletter on our website: 
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html 

mailto:gghosen@nacswny.org
http://www.nacswny.org/news_and_events.html

